
2022 Board of Directors Nominees

As part of 1st Advantage’s pre-election process, the 
Nominating Committee has considered candidates for 
open Board positions and developed the following list 
of qualified nominees for the election:

LTC Paul J. Adamo Ret. has served on the Board of Directors 
since 1992 with eight of those as the Chairman. He is currently 
serving on the Christopher Newport University Life Long 
Learning Society’s Steering Committee. LTC Adamo retired as 
a Senior Regional Service Planner for Hampton Roads Transit 
responsible for transit bus routes throughout the Hampton 
Roads region. He also served on the City of Hampton’s 
Coliseum Central Physical Improvements Committee and the 
Transportation Taskforce for Aging for the City of Newport 
News. LTC Adamo worked ten years for Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation as a supervisor for the Visitor Center and School 
and Groups Services. LTC Adamo retired from the military after 
20 years of service in June 1993. Prior to retirement he served as 
Deputy Commander of 7th Transportation Group and Inspector 
General for Fort Eustis and 4th Transportation Command, 
Germany. LTC Adamo is a past member of the Lions Club and 
has served as Vice President of the Fort Eustis Transportation 
Museum. LTC Adamo received a Sociology Degree from Eastern 
Kentucky University and a Masters Degree in Administration 
from Central Michigan University.

Brenda B. Dawson has been a member of the 1st Advantage 
Federal Credit Union since 1975, serving on the Board of 
Directors since 2003 and currently holds the office of Secretary. 
She retired from the Department of Defense after completing 
33 years of exemplary civil service. Mrs. Dawson was employed 
by both the Department of Justice and the Department of the 
Army during her extensive federal career. She managed the 
Staff and Faculty Development Office prior to retirement at Fort 
Eustis. Mrs. Dawson and her staff were responsible for training 
the officer, enlisted and civilian staff and faculty personnel in 
the U.S. Army Transportation School, the U.S. Army Aviation and 
Logistics School and the Noncommissioned Officers Academy. 
After retirement from federal service, Mrs. Dawson served as a 
training analyst/consultant for Computer Sciences Corporation. 
Mrs. Dawson is a member of New Beech Grove (NBG) Baptist 
Church. As a member of NBG she serves as a Trustee and 
participates in several Ministries. She volunteers on the Board 
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of Directors for the 1st Advantage Foundation, A&V Tulloss 
Educational Foundation and Thrive Peninsula Charity (formally 
known as the Denbigh united Christian Outreach Charity). She 
is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. Mrs. Dawson holds 
a Baccalaureate Degree in Business Education, is a graduate 
of the Army Management Staff College, and has completed 
graduate studies in Counseling & Guidance at West Virginia 
University and the College of William and Mary.

Andrae J. Via was elected to the Board of Directors in 2007 and 
currently serves in the role of Vice Chairman. He graduated 
from William & Mary School of Law and received a Bachelors 
of Arts & Science degree from the University of Virginia (UVA). 
He serves as in-house counsel to a national wholesale and 
retail distribution company in the commercial real estate sector 
and works on projects throughout the nation. Born and raised 
in Roanoke, Virginia, he returned to the Roanoke Valley after 
graduation from UVA, where he worked with middle school 
special education students for two years before heading to 
law school. During these two years, he also supervised several 
employees while managing an all-day summer camp and an 
after-school program for under-privileged children. Mr. Via 
remains active in the Hampton Roads community engaging in 
charitable work during his free time, along with spending time 
with his family and friends.

There are three nominees to fill three 
open seats on the Board of Directors for 

1st Advantage Federal Credit Union.

The 70th Annual Meeting will be held:

Thursday, May 5, 2022 
Meeting Begins at 7 p.m. 

Visit 1stAdvantage.org for more information.
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